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Total  pork  production  in  the  United  States  during  1940  was 

THE   LARGEST  FOR  ANY  YEAR   OF  RECORD.       It  WAS   APPROXIMATELY    15  PERCENT 
GREATER   THAN    IN    1939   AND   OVER  60  PERCENT  GREATER  THAN    IN  THE  RECENT 
LOW  YEAR  OF    1935.     ToTAL   CONSUMPTION   OF   PORK  WAS  ALSO  MUCH  LARGER 
THAN    IN   OTHER  YEARS.      PeR  CAPITA   CONSUMPTION  WAS  THE  FIFTH  LARGEST 
SINCE  1900. 
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THE    L  I  V  E  3  T  C  C  i  :    3  I  T  V  .4  1   I  0  N 

Suirjnar.y 

Marketin.-'s  of  livestock  ?nd  total  mer.t  pror'uction  so  f-ir  in  19A1 
have  been  about  as  large  as  in  the  corresponding  laonths  oi  last  year.  Dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  1941  raLiat  production  is  exp'icted  to  be  a  little  smLlj.er 
than  in  the  last  half  of  194C,  with  all  ci  the  decrease  ir  pork.  Recent 
rains  over  ;vida  areas  of  the  country  liave  improved  the  prospects  for  1941 
feed  crops,  and  an  expansion  in  the  number  of  pigs  raised  this  fall  and  in 
'hgg  rti-irketings  in  1942  is  probable. 

Consumer  demand  for  meats  is  stronger  this  y2ar  thsn  last.  This 
stronger  demand  and  Government  purchases  of  pork  and  lard  under  the  food- 
for-defense  program  v'ill  bo  important  factors  in  niaintaining  higher  average 
prices  for  meat  animals  this  y^ar  tnan  in  1940.  Cash  farm  i:iccme  frcjn  meat 
animals  this  year  vvill  be  tiie  highest,  in  ?lU  y«ars.  The  p^urcertcige  increase 
in  farra^  income  will  be  rreater  for  hogs  than  for  cattle,  as  hog  prices  have 
advanced  mterially  from  the  low  level  that  nrevailo-d  last  Y'^ar. 

Hog  prices  rose  sboui.  S2.00  per  100  pounds  from  lite  M.-rch  to  mid- 
June.     This  rise  in  prices  accompanied  some  seasonal  Increase  in  hog  market- 
ings and  was  due  chiefly  to  Government  purchases  of  pork  and  lard  imd.-;r  the 
food-f or-def ense  program.     Purcnases  o^  pork  and  lard  by  Lhe  DeparLment  of 
Agriculture  have  totaled  nearly  2^0  millior'  pounds  dur-ing  thr;  period  since 
April  3  when  the  ne-v  food  program  v;as  announced.     Hog  marketings  will  be 
reduced  seasonally  in  the  next  ii.w  months  and  probably  will  be  smaller  than 
a  year  earlier. 

Prices  of  better  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  increased  mioderately  in 
early  June,  after  having  declined  sueadily  in  most  of  the  p.^riod  from 
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February  through  J'ay.    Prices  of  loVv\?-^  grt.deo  oi''  slaughtar  catij.e  and  of 
stocker  and  feeder  catb.le  liave  vveakenod  very  little  in  ri^cent  months. 
Marketings  of  the  better  grades  of  slaugnter  cattle  orob„ibly  will  continue 
larger  than  a  year  ear.lier  in  the  sum.-^t-r  and  fall  lacnths,  but  some  seasonal 
advance  in  prices  of  such  cattlj  is  expected  in  tl'ie  .lext  few  iaonths. 

Prices  of  new  crop  ]  arabs  have  b^-en  ..-.oderc tely  hi'^her  this  spring 
than  last,    riarketings  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  V/\y  were  larr^a-  tnsn  ?  year 
earlier,  but  l.he  effect  of  larg'^r  siuplij-^  on  p}-ices  was  I'lOre  than  offset 
by  the  ijTiprcven.ent  in  ccnsuirier  dcmar.d  for  meats,    '..'eathei-  and  feed  condi- 
tions have  been  favorable  in  inost  areas  for  the  d  ^-velopiunt  of  the  early 
and  late  lamb  crops,    iiange  feed  conditions  on  June  1  were  the  best  for 
that  d;ite  in  manj'"  years.    V.'ith  an  increasv..  in  the  number  of  breeding  ewes 
on  farms  and  r3.nches  on  January  1,  19'+1  over  a  y^ar  earlier  and  with  favor- 
able feed  conditions  in  important  sheep  areas,  the  19A1  3-amb  crop  is  ex- 
pected to  be  larger  th'.n  the  crop  of  last  Y-nr. 


RECENT  DET^ARTLEVT  OF  AGRICULTURE  PURLICATIOivS  0^'  LIVESTOCK 

"Trends  in  Production  and  Foreign  Tmoe  for  I'eats  and 
Livestock  in  the  United  States",  Technic''.l  Bulletin  V.o.  764, 
availablrj  \;pon  requjst  to  tno  Division  of  Economic  Information, 
Bureau  of  .-igricultui'al  EconoLiics,  Unit>;.d  ftates  Department  of 
Agriculture,  V/ashingtoii,  D.  C. 


—  June  13,  1941 


"Farm  Production  and  Incofhj 


frnm  Moat  Animals  by  Stites, 
Wool  Market  St^'tistics  and 
r^jqur;3t  to  the  Agricultural 
pirtm^r.t  of  Agriculture, 


1939-40"  and  "Livestock,  IJeats  and 
itelated  Dita,  1940"  available  upon 
Marketing  Service,  United  St:^tes  D 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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REYIEV:  OF  R^L^n  DEVELO^JIEKTS 
-  HOGS 

Hog  prices  advance  in  o'une 

Hog  prices  weakened  a  little  in  late  Liay  and  er^rly  June,  but  by 
the  middle  of  June  thev  had  advanced  to  the  highest  level  in  about  3 
years.     The  average  price  of  all  hogs  at  Chicago  for  the  v.-oek  ended 
June  14  was  $9.50.     This  corripares  with  ^3.90  in  rrdd-May,  v7.65  in  late 
ilarch,  and  sV4.95  in  tht;  corresponding  week  of  1940.     Purchases  of  rork 
and  lard  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  together  with  sone  reduction 
in  hog  marketings  during  the  ]:ast  2  or  3  'f.'eeijs,  anpear  to  have  be^-^n  the 
chief  factors  responsible  for  the  sharp  rise  in  hog  T:i'icos  since  March. 
These  factors,  together  with  material  imprcveni':)nt  in  domestic  consuiner 
demand  conditions,  account  also  for  most  of  the  incr^jase  in  hog  prices 
over  June  a  y^jnr  ago.     ;:'arket  supplies  of  hogs  .in  the  past  2  months  have 
been  slightly  larger  tnan  a  year  earlier. 

The  spread  between  prices  of  heavy  and  medium  Viieight  hogs  h;^s 
widened  somewhat  since  late  I'ly,  wh.jn  it  v/as  except ionr.lly  narrow.  The 
average  price  of  300-330  poui^.d  butcher: hogs  at  Chicago  for  the  week  ended 
June  14  was 'about  25  c.,nts  lower  th''n  the  prlcj.of  200-220  pound  hogs. 
Three  weeks  ago  thi  sprt,ad  was  i^ss  th:'n  5  cnts.     It  is  still  narro-.Tor 
than  usual  for  this  time,  of  y^ar,  however. 

The  hog-corn  price  ra.tio.has  improved  during  the  oast  several  weeks 
as  a  result  of  t;;c  continued  -advance  in  hog  prices.     The  ratio  b\sed  on 
the  avei-agu  prico  of  all  hogs  and  of  Mo.  3  Y  "dlovv  corn  at  Chicag  o  for  the 
week-ended  June  14  iAais.l3.0.     This  com^^arL,s  vdth  12.1  in  ^  ":rly  laay  and 
11.2  in  early  April.     The  ratio  of  hog  prices  to  corn  prices  h.'.s  been 
favorablt;  for  hog  p-^'oduction ,  i.e.,  above  thu  long-time  avei--.'.g^  of  11.6, 
in  most  weeks  since  lajt  J.-muary. 

Hog  iaa'^ketin,''.&  continued  l-^-rgcr  in  : .^..y 

The  v.ieivkly  rate  of  ho'^  m  a  a..tiags  w-.s  larger  than  a'  ye  .r  e  .rlier 
during  most  of  i/iay.     The  tot-.l  number  of  iicgs  sl"U;=:j-;tered  under  Fed.;r-'.l 
inspection  during  the  month  was  4,023,000  h^'id,  6  ■^■.:rc^nt  moi'e  than  in 
April  and  3  n^orcv^nt  i.iOi-o  than  in  k  ..y  l"st  j  e^r.     Ins^  ^cted  hog  sl  vugliter 
in  the  first  5  months  of  1941  (J'nu  ry-MayJ  wis  5  percent  s;rill^r  tnan  in 
the  sa,.:e  period  1  year  .^:irli,r. 

Llar  -ietinge  of  o  ; eking  sows  hav:  incr:;  is-jd  S:;a3onall;y  during  tne 
oast  few  M^ceks,  but  the  proportion  of  sows  in  tot  il  mark  .-tings  has  b-.en 
smaller  than  a  y-^ar  earlier.     Avur.ige  weights  of  hogs  luarketwd  during  ;'iy 
continued  h^aA/ijr  than  ■   y:ar  „;a-li-r,  despite  the  sm'll.jr  proportion  of 
sows . 

Otor.^.ge  stocks  of  l:Lrd  incre  ■  oed  dui'in^ 

The  net  in-storage  movement  of  lard  duriiig  "'/ly  -mounted  to  33  iidllion 
pounds,  raising  tot  '.l  stocks  on  June  1  to  aaproxim .t.^ly  354  million  pounds, 
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the  largest  quantity  for  any  month  on  record.     This  was  70  iid.llion  pounds 
(25  percent)  more  Ir.rd  than  was  in  storage  on  June  1  xast  year,  and  224 
million  pounds  (175  percent)  m.ore  than  the  1935-39  o'une  1  average.  Storage 
stocks  Ox  lard  owed  by  tlie  Department  of  Agriculture  on  June  1  totaled 
27  million  pounds  compared  with  approximately  70  million  pounds  a  month 
earlier. 

Storage  stoclcs  of  pork  changed  relatively  little  during  liay,  there 
being  a  net  out-of-storage  movenient  of  abi^ut  1  million  pounds.     The  total 
amount  of  pork  in  storage  on  June  1  was  795  million  pounds,  compared  vvith 
593  million  pounds  a  y-^ar  earlier  and  the  1935-39  Juno  1  average  of  5l6 
mj.llion  pounds.    Crdinai-ily  storage  holdings  of  ^'ork  decrease  seasonally 
from  late  spring  to  early  fall.     Included  in  thu  total  stocks  of  pork  on 
June  1  was  about  20  million  pounds  owned  by  thj  Eenartn^nt  of  Agriculture. 

Storage  holdings  of  pork  and  lard  on  the  first  of  the  month,  ai^erage 
1934-35  to  193^-39,  1939-40,  and  current  mirk.ting  year 


Month 


Average : 

193/. -3  5: 
to  : 

193e-'^9 : 


Pork 
L939-4U 


1940-41 


HVerap"e 
1934-35 

to  : 


__Lar^  

1939-40!  19^0-4: 


\J  Mot  distinguished  from  lard  prior  to  D>:;c:-j:ibor  1940. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Rendered 
■oork  fat 
1940-41 


I'll.  lb. 

liil.  lb. 

:iil.  lb. 

.'il .  lb . 

^'il .  lb .  jiii[ 

_;^.b^ 

iiil.  lb 

Oct. 

344.6 

300.2 

329 . 2 

37.6 

78.8 

235.7 

1/ 

Nov. 

:  323.7 

272.7 

303.7 

69.6 

68.7 

223 . 2 

1/ 

Dec. 

.  375.9 

352.3 

4u8 . 9 

71.8 

89.0 

232.5 

5.1 

Jan. 

502.0 

469.5 

656.2 

95.  b 

162.1 

287.0 

7.1 

Feb. 

:      5^4. 6 

5^8.6 

739.9 

120.5 

202.2 

299.6 

7.2 

liar . 

:  003.7 

050.7 

791.9 

126.7 

256.6 

317.4 

9.2 

Anr . 

5^0.1 

652.7 

785.4 

129.9 

268 . 8 

310.4 

8.3 

Hay 

561.3 

612.0 

795.9 

129.1 

266.1 

321.1 

6.6 

June 

:  515.7 

592.0 

2/  794.6 

129.4 

283.9  2/ 

353.7 

2j'  7.0 

July 

:  474.7 

59s.  5 

130.2 

306.8 

Aug. 

:  422.6 

5/'-8.7 

121.2 

303.2 

Sept . 

361.9 

417.6 

101.8 

272.3 

Canadian  pork  situation 

Canadian  exr.orts  of  live  hogs  to  the  United  States  continued  fairly 
large  in  Hay  (aboi.rt  3,500  heiid)  as  a  result  of  further  advances  in  hog 
prices  in  this  country.     A  large  part  of  the  recent  exports  of  Cana'^ian  hogs 
have  been  from  western  Canada  to  the  Pacific  Coast  area  of  the  United  States 
Although  Canadian  exports  of  pork  and  live  hogs  to  the  United  States  in  the 
past  5  or  6  months  have  not  been  exceptionally  large,  the  nioveuant  has  caus- 
ed the  Canadian  Govema^mt  some  concern,  in  view  of  the  need  for  large 
quantities  of  bacon  for  shipn?  ;iit  to  Great  ririt.:.in. 

The  Anglo-Canadian  bacon  agreement  concluded  last  year  called  for 
about  425  million  pounds  (roughly  the  amourit  exTDv.cted  to  be  produced  in  exce 


of  domestic  roquirerients)    of  bicon  to  be  shipped  during  tho  ye^r  end.^d 
October  31,  19A-1.     'lec  jntly  the  British  Governnunt  h-^s  requcctod  that  th-i 
rate  of  bacon  exports  from  Canada,  be  accel.erated  so  that  9X'?ort3  of  the 
approximately  200  million  pounds  remaining  to  be  shipped  under  the  agree- 
ment would  be  completed  by  September  15. 

In  order  to  insure  ample  supplies  of  perk  products  for  shipment  to 
Great  Br5.t-j.in  during  the  next  few  months,  the  Canadian  Bacon  Board  in  recent 
weeks  has  taken  steps  to  raise  the  price  of  hogs  in  Canada  and  has  placed 
restrictions  on  the  domestic  consumption  of  pork.    On  ivlay  1  the  schedule  of 
prices  paid  for  bacon  (V/iltshire  sides)  by  the  Board  vras  raised  ^1.00  per 
100  pounds,  the  increase  in  price  to  be  borne  by  the  British  Government.  In 
raid-I,Iay  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Bacon  Board  limiting  the  production  and 
distribution  of  bacon  for  domestic  consumption  in  Canada  to  the  average 
vueekly  amount  processed  and  distributed  in  1940.    This  action  is  not  ^xoected 
to  greatly  curtail  domestic  supolies,  however,  as  consumption  was  at  a  rela- 
tively high  level  l?.st  year,    liore  recently  (on  Kay  30)  the  Bacon  Board 
announced  a  second  increase  in  the  schedule  of  bacon  prices  of  75  cents  per 
100  pounds. 

The  two  increases  in  the  schedule  of  bacon  "trices  in  Canada  during 
May  have  been  reflected  in  similar  advances  in  the  prices  of  live  hogs.  The 
average  price  of  Bi  grads  bacon  hogs  at  Toronto  has  advanced  from,  about 
$8.45  (Canadian  currency)  in  April  to  about  v9.60  in  jarly  -'uni.    The  ad- 
vance in  hog  prices  in  the  United  Stat^.s  during  recent  weeks,  however,  has 
been  equally  marked. 

Exports  of  pork  and  lard  little  changed  in  April 

Exports  of  pork  in  April  toti.led  2.9  million  pounds,  about  .5  million 
pounds  more  than  in  March  but  2  million  pounds  less  tnan  in  April  last  year, 
april  lard  exports  of  22.4  million  pounds  v.-erc  2  million  pounds  less  than 
in  March  but  about  3.5  million  pounds  iiore  than  in  Arril  1940. 

CATTL'.: 

Cattle  prices  incre  ised  in  c :-'-rly  June 

Prices  of  all  gr':des  o.^  slaughter  cattle  increased  fairly  sharply 
in  early  June.     This  is  tnc  first  material  imorove aint  in  prices  of  the 
upper  grades  and  lieavier  wviights  of  slaughter  steers  in  several  months. 
Prices  of  the  lower  grades  of  h^:of  c^'ttle  h.ave  been  hclding  about  steady 
sinc^  mid-Ja.nuary,  v^^hile  prices  of  the  upcr  gr  ides  have  bc^en  doclining 
sharply.     The  average  price  of  good  grade  bv^ef  ste.jrs  at  Chicago  for  the 
week  ended  June  14  was  01O.95  compared  with  $10.30  in  late  May,  about  $12.00 
in  mid-Jc.nuary,  and  2^9.45  in  the  corresnonding  week  of  ].940.    Despite  fairly 
heavy  marketings  of  cows  and  heif.jrs  in  recent  months,  prices  of  slaughter 
cows  have  advanced  about  the  usua]  seasonal  amount  since  raid-vvinter  and  are 
now  a  little  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  of  feeder  steers  have  declined  siiice  early  April,  reflecting 
a  downv;ard  trend  of  prices  of  fat  cattl^j,  but  they  are  still  materially 
higher  than  a  year  earlier.     The  av^^rage  pric^  01  feeder  steers  at  Kansas  City 
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for  the  week  ended  June  13  waa  §9.90  compared  vjj.t.h  about  $lJ.60  in  c-:rly 
April  and  $8.15  in  the  corresponding  -veek  of  1940. 

Cattle  slaughter  j  ncreased  shgrpl.y  in  May 

Slaughter  of  cattle  incrersed  sharply  during  i'-'ay,  appar-jiitlj  n.s  a 
result  of  increased  m-^ketint^s  of  grain-fed  cattle.    The  nunber  of  cittle 
on  feed  in  th-^  Corn  Bel_t  on  April  1  was  16  oorco-rt  l^vrT  th-?r\  a  y^"^^' 
earlier.     Inspected  cattl-j  slaughter  for  thj  month  totrled  908,000  ho'-d, 
15  oerccnt  more  thati  in  April  and  IL,  percent  niore  than  May  last  yov.r.  In- 
spected calf  slaughter  of  501,000  head  in  May  Mt?s  pli^iht-ly  .sniaij.er  th  ;.n  a 
month  jarlier,  but  about  the  eam^  as  a  year  earlier.     Catti::  3l-:u:ht..i'  in 
the  first  5  months  of  1940  totaled  6  oercont  larger  trian  in  the  corrosr.ond- 
ing  period  last  year.    Calf  slaughter  ivas  about  1  Derc-cnt  larger. 

Impoits  of  cattlu  and  calves 
increased  in  April 

Imports  of  c':'tl:le  and  calves  incro-;:3ed  ir.  April  as  they  gener''.lly 
hoVe  in  the  first  month  of  each  C[uar'tei-  sinco-  the  conclusion  of  the  1939 
trade  agreement  v:ith  Canada.     Total  iiricorts  for  the;  month  amcunt  id  to  a 
little  over  93,000  head,  25,000  head  >.or>.-  than  in  i-iarch  but  about  the  same 
num.ber  as  was  imported  in  April  last  y-'jir.     Kost  of  the  increase  over  L-Iarch 
v;as  in  cattle  weighing  ever  700  pounds  (e:'clusive  of  dairy  cautle)  to  which 
the  quarterly  quotas  apply.     Imoorts  of  such  cattL.  from  Mexico  in  A-ril 
totaled  13,400  head,  compared  with  only  185  h-^ad  in  M;.rch.    Thi  total  allot- 
ment of  heavy  dutiable  cattle  permitted  entry  it  th-;,  reduced  rate  fron 
countries  other  than  Canada  (chiefly  Mexico)  in  any  one  quarter  is  8,280 
head.     This  nmnber  was  exceeded  by  the  end  of  the  first  weeic  in  ,s^'.f:il.  Im- 
ports of  heavy  dutiable  cattle  from  Canada  in  April  totaled  nearly  10,000 
head,  compared  with  about  6,000  liead  in  March  and  that  country's  iraxj.mum 
quarterly  allotment  of  51,720  h-'-ad. 

Total  imports  of  c.jtLle  from  f'-oxico  in  April  amounted  to  74,':0l'  h.;ad, 
comp.irea  with  18,600  head  from.  Canada.     About  54,80C  head  of  the  imports 
from  Mexico  were  light  v;eight  cattl-.,  a,nd  about  6,600  '.vera  calves.  Imports 
of  calves  from  Cariada  totaled  6,800  he..d. 
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Cattle  imports  from  Canada, '  Mexico ,  and  all  countries,  "by  weight 
groups,  and  imports  of  "beef  and  veal,  January- April  V-jJi^-hl 


Cattle 


Canada 


Mexico 


All  coujitries 


Beef  end  veal 
total  all 
cour.tries 


Do 

r  e— 

1  uu 

( UU 

riod 

uncier 

i  0 . 

:  All 

TT 

Under 

i  D  . 

.  All  ; 

TT 

Under 

ID  . 

All 

oanneu. 

,     /  uu 

and 

xjattle . 

f  uu  : 

and 

cattle 

,  ( uu 

and 

cattle 

ueoi 

ID  . 

over 
'  1/ 

,  ib . 

,  0  ver 
1/ 

Id  . 

over 
'  1/ 

9  / 
£/ 

:  Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

Thou- 

1,000 

Jan.- 

:  sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

sands 

v)ounds 

A-pr. 

1936 

i  16 

66 

86 

80 

15 

95 

97 

81 

181 

3^^736 
22,253 

1937 

:  30 

61 

96 

S7 

Ig 

105 

llg 

79 

202 

1932 

:  21 

19 

117 

20 

136 

138 

39 

180 

21,178 

1939 

:  25 

65 

95 

270 

36 

306 

295 

101 

Uoi 

2.1,836 

1940 

:  iq 

35 

52 

162 

25 

187 

181 

60 

2U,iU5 

I9U1 

:  19 

33 

59 

23U 

25 

260 

253 

58 

3I8 

2V-,528 

Beef  and 
veal , 
fresh 
pickled 
and 
cured 


I,  000 
-pounds 

2 , 21^ 
I.CO7 
go  8 
1,27s 

1,^53 

II,  071 


1/  Exclusive  of  cattle  imported  for  dairy  purposes. 

2/  Actual  weight  of  imports,  chiefly  from  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Brazil,  and  Chile. 

-LAI-ABS 

Lamh  prices  strengthened  -in  early  June 

Prices  of  spring  lamhs  weakened  somewhat  in  late  May,  Tr.it  they 
strengthened  again  in  early  June.    Prices  of  shorn  old-crop  lamhs  also  have 
advanced  a  little  in  the  'past  few  weeks,  while  prices  of  shorn  ewes  ha>ve,  . 
held  ahout  steady  at  a  slightly  higher  level  than  that  which  prevailed  last 
spring.   

The  average  price  of  good  and  choice  grade  new-crop  lanos  at  Chicago 
for  the  week  ended  June  lU  was  $12.15,    This  compares  with  $11.80  a  month 
earlier  and  $11.15  in  the  corresponding  week  of  l^^O.     Good  and  choice  grade 
shorn  lamhs  averaged  $9.85,  ahout  60  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Lamb 
prices  have  averaged  moderately  higher  this' spring  than  last,  despite  some- 
what larger  market  supplies.     The  effect  of  tho  larger  marketings  on  lamb 
prices  has  "oeen  more  than  offset  "by  improvement  in  consumer  demand  for  meats. 

jj^arke tings  of  sheep  aiad  lambs 
increased  in  May 

Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  -ander  Federal  inspection  totaled 
1.551,000  head  during  May,  8  percent  more  than  .  in  April  and  9  percent  m.ore 
than  in  May  last  year.    Marketings  of  sheep  and  lambs  have  increased  sea- 
sonally sinco'  Pebruary  and  have  continued  larger  than  a  year  earlier  during 
th.e  past  6  months.    The  increase  in  slaiaghter  over  a  year  earlier  reflects 
the  larger  number  of  lambs  on  feed  January  1  this  year  than  last  and  the 
larger  m.arketings  of  early  spring  lambs  aiid  shorn  yearlings  during  the  past 
ffionth,  or  so. 


JUKS  I9U1 


-  10  - 


MEAT  PEODUCTION  MD  COIISUMPTION  IIT  19'40 

Livestock  production  has  increased  sharply  in  the  United  States 
since  the  drought  years  193^  ^nd  193^  —  more  sharply  than  seoned  likely 
3  or  H  years  ago.     In  19^0  farmers  iriarketed  more  pounds  of  livestock  and 
consumers  purchased  more  meat  and  le,rd  than  in  any  other  year  on  record. 
Preliminary  estim.ates  of  total  sales  of  meat  animals  for  19^0  on  a  live- 
v/eight  "basis  amounted  to  ahout  35 > 793  niillion  pounds,  a  little  more  than 
the  35»722  million  pounds  marketed  in  193^+  'nhen  farm.ers  and  r-i^nchmen 
were  forced  to  liquidate  a  large  loortion  of  their  hreeding  herd,  hut  it 
was  nearly  8  percent  more  than  in  1939         ^7  percent  more  than  the 
1928-32  average.    Most  of  the  19^0  increase  over  the  pre-drought  period 
was  in  cattle  and  calves-^,  "but  the  increase  for  hogs  and  sheep  and  lamhs 
was  also  fairly  large  percentagewise. 

Total  production  of  neat  and  lard  from  livestock  slaughter  i:i  the 
United  Statec-  during  19'40  was  m.aterially  larger  than  in  any  other  year, 


and  total  domestic  consimption  of  meats 

and  lard 

was  miach  the 

largest  on 

record.     In  several  earlier  years  v/hen  : 

meat  and 

lard  production 

was  ux- 

ceptionally  large,  a  substantial  proper 

tion  of  commercia.l  procl 

AlC 

./j-on  was 

exported.     In  recent  years  net  exncrts  ' 

•lave  he  en 

small,  and  m.ost 

United  States  production  has  heon  consumed  domestically. 

Tarm  sales  of  m.eat  animals,  produc 

tion,  ai^.d 

consumption  0 

f 

meat  s 

in  the  United  States,  avera^i 

3  1928-32  .and  19^9,  iQi'-G 

Items 

1928-32 

;  1939 

I9U0 
1/ 

average 

Million 

Million 

Million 

• 
• 

povnds 

■pounds 

por^X-ds 

Sales  of  m.eat  animals  (live  vveight)  : 

15,033 

17,608 

17,951 

13.351 

13,0^9 

15.252 

2,18U 

2,556 

2,590 

30,568 

33.213 

35.793 

Production  from  total  United  States  : 

slaughter  : 

■  6,666 

7,962 

8,177 

S ,  SOU 

8,627 

9, -'^20 

788 

876 

S78 

16,258 

17,^65 

18,975 

2,340 

1,998 

2,297 

Total  United  States  consumption  : 

8,260 

6,757 

8,110 

8,515 

9,577 

788 

872 

875 

16 , 060 

17,^23 

18,712 

1,639 

1,632 

1 ,  9^^o 

_l/  Preliminary. 
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CASH  Tmi  INCOIffi  FROM  l.IEAT  AITI^IAJjS 

Cash  fam  income  from  meat  animals  in  the  first  U  months  of  19^i-l 
(Jan.-A.pr.)  totaled  920  million  dollars.    This  was  207  million  dollars 
(about  29  percent)  more  thsja  in  the  correr-xjonding  period  of  19'-!-0.     The  in~ 
crease  over  a  yea-r  earlier  reflects  the  higher  levjl  of  prices  received  by- 
farmers  this  year  and  the  larger  m.arketings  of  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and 
lambs.     Sales  of  hogs  by  farm.ers  in  the  first  U  r.onths  of  the  year  totaled 
about  7  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier,  but  prices  received  for  hogs  av- 
eraged about  hS  percent  higher.    The  index  of  prices  received  by  farmers 
for  all  meat  anim.als  in  January-April  averaged  I32  percent  of  prices  in  the 
I9IO-IU  base  period,  compared  with  102  percent  a  year  earlier.    The  increase 
in  livestock  prices  and  income  received  by  farmers  for  meat  pjiirals  in  the 
past  few  months  as  com.parcd  with  the  same  m.onths  a  year  earlier  reflects 
largely  the  marked  improvement  in  consumer  deman^d  conditions  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  past  year. 

OITTLOOK  FOR  FEED  SUPFLISS 

Grov'ing  conditions  so  far  this  spring  have  been  favorable  throughout 
most  of  the  Corn  Belt,  and  feed  supplies  for  I9^i-i_k2  nay  be  as  large  as  the 
supply  last  year,  if  not  larger.    Prospects  for  forage  ar.d  feed  grains  in 
the  northeast  section  of  the  country-  have  been  im.r)roved  by  recont  rains, 
but  m.oisture  is  still  deficient  in  large  areas  in  the  Southeast. 

Althoug-h  much  will  depend  upon  weather  conditions  during  July  and 
August,  prospects  for  the  19^1  corn  crop  are  good,  and  the  total  corn  sup- 
ply this  fall  nay  be  larger  than  the  lar,5:c  supply  ?-ast  year.    The  19'-'-l  bar- 
ley supply  (June  1  farm  and  commercial  stocks  plus  ividicated  production) 
is  389  r.illion  bushels,  about  21  million  bushels  more  than  the  ig^+O  si^pply. 
The  1941  oat  crop  is  indicated  to  be  about  llg  million  bushels  smaller  than 
that  of  194-0,  but  the  carry-over  of  oats  is  r.uch  lajrger  ajid  the  total  sup- 
ply of  oats  may  be  about  the  same  as  a,  year  earlier.    Hciy  production  may  be 
somewhat  smaller  this  year  th£,n  last,  but  the  tcta.l  s^opply  of  hay  (19^1  pro- 
duction pliis  May  1  stocks)  will  be  larger  than  the  I93O-39  average  of  S9 
million  tons  and  it  may  ai'ain  er.ceod  100  million  tons. 

Western  r;mges  madu  m.ore  than,  the  usual  seasonal  improvement  during 
May,  and  on  Juno  1  rcnge  feed  conditions  v.-ere  the  best  for  that  date  since 
I92S.  In  some  areas  the  growth  of  feed  has  been  dela^'ed  a  little  by  cool 
v;eather,  b-ut  there  has  been  considerable  rainfa.ll  in  most  sections  and  the 
prospects  for  su::.mer  feed  arc  good.  Pastures  are  extremely  short  in  the 
eastern  and  southeastern  part  of  the  country  vvhere  rainfall  is  still  badly 
needed. 

KOCrS  -  OUTLOCZ 

BACKGROUIID . -  Hog  production  and  hog  prices  tend  to  fluctuate 
in  cycles  of  about  U  or  5  yea.rs.    The  r.oct  recent  peak  in  hog 
production  was  reached  in  1939  \'"hen  the  pig  crop  was  the  larg- 
est in  the  I6  year^^.  of  record.     Since  then  prod^jiction  has  dc- 
crer-sed.     The  I9U0  pig  crops  wore  smo.ller  thaji  those  of  1939, 
and  indications  arc  that  the  19^1  spring  crop  wa.s  further 
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reducecl..     In  earl/  IQ^C ,  ho^^  prices  declined  to  the  lo'vest 
level  rec4,ch>:;d  yince  IS-^*^*    Prices  harro  .followed  a  moderate 
upv/ard  trend  since  the  siimner  of  19^0,  reflecting-  chiefly  im- 
provement In  consijmer  demand  conditions  end  some  reduction  in 
market  ff!xpplies  of  hogs. 

Progress  of  the  f  ood-for-def  ense  pro  gran  -  hog'-. 

Since  April  3  —  when  it  was  anno'onced  that  hog  prices  would  he  sup- 
ported hy  C-overnn.ent  purchases  of  pork  and  lard  in  order  to  stimulate  in- 
creased production  —  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  purchased  approxi- 
mately 24-U  million  pounds  of  pork  and  lard,  hog  prices  have  advanced  ahout 
$2.00,  average  weights  of  hogs  marketed  have  increased  subr.tantially  over  a 
year  earlier,  and  indications  point  to  a  substantial  increase  in  the  I9U1 
fall  pig  crop  over  that  of  I9U0. 

As  indicated  in  the  accompanying  tahle,  of  the  total  quantity  of 
pork  and  lard  purchased  "by  the  Department  of  A^^riculture  during  the  period 
April  J)-J\me  I5,  about  S5  million  pounds  -.vere  cured  and  frozen,  pork, 
million  pounds  were  canned  pork,  and  llU  million  pounds  were  lard.     In  ad- 
dition, about  1  m.illion  pcands  of  pork  casings  and  11,000  pounds  of  dried 
beef  laave  been  boug^ht.    Figures  on  how  much  of  these  purchases  have  been 
exported  under  the  defense  program,  distributed  to  needy  faxiilies,  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  are  not  available. 


Purchases  of  pork  and  lard  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 

April  3-Junc  I5,  IQUI 


:  Po: 

9 
• 

Period  ; 

:        Cured  ; 

4 

Canned  ] 

t 

Lard 

:  Total 

a:id  frozen  : 

* 
• 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pcmds 

Pounds 

.  31,^55,500 
Us, U7 5, 000 
5,375,000 

15,005, gcU 

28.116,9^6 
1,62^,788 

31,258,^00 
64,811,631 
17,U82,3SU 

77,722,72^ 

lUi,U03,577 
2U,!482,172 

June  (1-15)  .. 

35,308,500 

4^,7^7,618 

113,552,^15 

243,608,533 

Hog  prices  frequently  decline  from  M-rch  through  May  as  marketings  of 
fall  pig?  increase  seasonally.    This  year,  however,  the  average  price  of  all 
hogs  at  Chicago  advarxcod  from  a  level  of  around  $7 '65       March  to  $9*35 
the  end  of  May,  and  they  have  risen  a  little  further  in  the  past  2  weeks. 
During  this  period  business  and  industrial  conditions  affecting  consumer  de- 
mand for  Treats  changed  relatively  little  and  hog  m.arketings  continued  large, 
so  that  it  soer^s  clear  that  the  rise  in  hog  prices  was  due  largely  to  the 
purchase  pro gran. 

Since  one  of  the  means  of  increasing  pork  production  is  Increasing 
the  average  weights  at  which  hogs  are  marketed,  it  was  deemed  desirn,ble  to 
encourage  the  feeding  of  hogs  to  heavier  weights.     This  was  done  by  buying 
products  derived  chiefly  from  the  heavy  hogs.     Aid,  as  is  shov^n  by  the 
chart  on  page  20  of  this  report,  prices  of  heavy  hogs  advanced  considerably 
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more  during  Ma,y  than  did  prices  of  ir.ediun- weight  hogs.    Since  late  May  the 
spread  "betv/sen  prices  of  nediura  and  heavy-v/oight  ho-gs  has  widened  a  little, 
as  is  usually  the  case  after  the  sumnor  run  of  packing  sows  gets  under  way. 
Nevertheless,  as  is  indicated  hy  the  accompanying  table',  recent  irprovenent 
in  hog  prices  has  lent  considerable  encouragomGnt  to-  producers  to  feed  hogs 
to  heavier  weights.    In  early  March  the  average  weight  of  barro\7s  and  gilts 
purchased  a.t  7  irnportan.t  narket?  was  running  about  5  pounds  heavier  than  in 
March  19'+0.    In  early  Juno  V7eights  averaged  9  riounds  heavier  than  a  year 
earlier.    The  average  v/eight  of  packing  sows  in  early  J'one  v/as  27  pounds 
heavier  than  a  year  earlier,  compared  with  2  pounds  lighter  in  March, 


Average  v;eights  of  hogs  purchased  at  seven  important  maj'kets, 

March-June,  IqUO-Ui 


Month 
and 

',  Barrows 

and  gilts 

• 

week 

;  1940 

I9U1  : 

;  Pounds 

■  Pounds 

Poimds 

I  236 
!  23U 

231 
22s 
227 

2U1 
239 
23g 
23s 
235 

i;i3 

Uoi 
3gi 
367 
355 

June  7  ... 
lU  .... 

Sov/s 


A.11  hogs 


Poimds 

Ull 
U07 

395 
395 
381 


rounas 


2^5 
2U3 
2U3 
2U5 
2Ug 


1941 
Pounds 

2Ug 

2U6 

2h6 
2U7 
2U9 


With  farmers  assured  of  a  fairly  high  level  of  hog  prices  during  the 
next  year  or  so,  a  substantial  increase  in  this  year's  fall  pig  crop  over 
that  of  19^0  is  fairly  certain.    About  5  percent  of  all  hogs  sold  at  seven 
leading  marlcets  during  Uay  were  packing  sows.     In  May  last  yea-r  the  propor- 
tion was  S  percent.    These  figures  together  v/ith  total  hog  ma,rketings  during 
May  indicate  that  the  nxirber  of  sows  sold  for  slaughter  during  the  past  month 
was  about  30  to  35  percent  less  than  in  Mo,y  I9U0.     Sir:ca  most  of  the  fall 
pig  crop  is  ra-ised  from,  sows  which  farro\'.'ed  the  preceding  spring,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  sows  being  held  back  for  fall  farrow  is  considerably  larg- 
er this  year  than  last  and  that  the  19^1  fall  pig  crop  will  bo  larger  than 
the  fall  crop  last  year. 

Hog  supplies  during  the  next  few  months 

SlaUs2;hter  supplies  of  hogs  v/ill  decrease  seasonally  during  the  next 
month  or  so,  and  total  marketings  during  the  roriainder  of  the  l9^0-'-l-l  mar- 
keting year  (June-Sopt.)  are  expected  to  be  sriallcr  than  a  year  earlier  by 
about  IO-I5  percent.     So  far  in  most  of  the  m.onths  of  the  current  marketing 
year,  hog  slaughter  has  been  larger  than  a.ppeared  probable  last  fall.  It 
now  seems  likely  that  the  total  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal 
inspection  during  the  19U0-h-1'  marketing  year  will  not  differ  greatly  from, 
the  ^7,6  million  head  slaughtered  in  I939-U0. 


OUTLOOK  -  CATTIiS 


BACKGROirro.-  Cattle  nur^bers  in  the  United  States  tend  to 
fluctuate  in  cycles  of  about  15  years.    The  upward  trend  in 
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cattle  ntmtsrs  after  I928  was  halted  by  the  drou^^hts  of  193!+ 
and  1936,  aiid  nwfoers  declined  sharply  mitil  I93S.  Sirxce^thcn 
cattle  n-anbers  have  been  increasing,  and  as  a  result  cf  the 
holding  hack  of  breeding  stock  for  herd- building  purposes, 
slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves  was  reduced  noderately  in  I93S 
and  1939.     Slaughter  increased  a  little  in  I9U0,  however,  and 
with  nujnbers  now  approaching  the  I93U  level,  sls,ughtor  can 
continue  to  increase  at  the  same  time  that  herds  are  being  in- 
creased further. 

Cattle  slaughter  in  early  l^kl 

Inspected  cattle  slaughter  in  the  first  U  .months  of  19^4-1  totaled 
about  U  percent  more  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  I9U0.  Practically 
all  of  the  increase  over  a  year  earlier  was.  in  slaughter  of  cows  and  -'■  ■ 

heifers.     Steer  slaughter  was  slightly  smaller  than  in  January- Aijril  a  year 
ago.    Althoijgh  it  is  likely  that  some  of  the  increase  in  cow  :-mrl  heifer  slaugh- 
ter represented  increased  marketings  of  grain-fed  heifers,  those  fig^.-:.res 
bear  out  earlier  indications  that  cattle  nurr.bers  have  now  increased  to  the 
point  at  \7hich  total  marketings  of  ca.ttlc  cm  increase  at  the  seviie  time 
that  herds  are  being  built  up  further. 

There  are  som.e  indications  that  the  sharp  increase  in  cattle  slaugh- 
ter in  May  represented  largely  increased  marketings  of  grain-fed  cattle. 
The  num.ber  of  ca.ttle  on  feed  in  the  Corn  Bel.t  on  April  1  wo.s  I6  -nercont 
larger  than  a.  year  earlier,  and  a  substantial  increase  in  slavgh-er  supplies 
of  well-finished  ca.ttle  over  a  year  earlier  is  in  prospect  for  this  su:;ir.er 
and  early  fn.ll.    Marketing  intentions  reported  by  ca-ttle  feeders  this  c^pring 
indicated  that  most  of  the  increase  in  supp].ies  of  fat  cattle  over  IjM-O 
would  take  place  in  the  late  summer  and  early  fall. 

Cattle  prices 

Cattle  prices  have  follov.-ed  about  the  usual  seasnnal  pattern  during 
the  past  5  months.    Prices  of  the  upper  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  have  de- 
clined, whereas  prices  of  the  lower  grades  haj/e  advii'.ced  a  little  or  held 
about  stcad.y.     The  general  level  of  cattle  prices  in  May  and  early  June  was 
about  $1.00  higher  than  a  year  earlier.    The  decline  in  prices  of  fat  steers 
.since  January  has  been  quite  pronounced,  ho-.vevor,  and  it  has  been  especially 
severe  for  the  'leavier  weights  of  beef  steers. 

Little  information  is  available  concerning  changes  in  supplies  of 
■cattle  by  grades  and  weight  groups  or  on  demand  conditions  af^^cting  differ- 
ent grades  and  weights  of  beef.    Market  reports  indicate  that  the  proportion 
of  heavy-weight  cattle  in  total  marketings  in  recent  months  has  been  larger 
than  usual.     The  usual  outlet  for  heavy  beef  is  limited  chiefly  to  high- 
class  restaurants,  hotels,  passenger  steamships,  and  small  groups  of  cons'-Jm- 
ers  in  certain  areas  of  the  country,  principally  New  England.    The  steamship 
outlet  has  been  largely  eliminated  because  of  the  war.     It  seems  probable 
that  the  dem.and  for  heavy  beef  has  been  curtailed  to  some  extent  in  recent 
months,  despite  the  improvement  in  the  demand  for  most  other  meats.  This 
weakness  or  lack  of  strength  in  deria-nd  and  the  relatively  large  supplies  of 
heavy-weight  cattle  probably  are  the  chief  factors  in  the  sliarp  drop  in 
prices  of  the  better  grades  of  heavy  steers  since  early  January  of  this  year. 
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The  effect  on  prices  of  the  larger  supplies  of  slaughter  cattle  this 
spring  than  last  has  "been  more  than,  offset  hy  improvement  in  domestic  de- 
mand conditions  over  a  year  earlier.    Present  prospects  noint  to  further  ■' 
improvement  in  demand  conditions  during  the  coming  summer  and  fall,  and  the 
general  level  of  cattle  prices  is  expected  to  continue  at  a  sonev/hat  higher 
level  than  a  year  earlier.    Prices  of  fat  cattle  will  probahly  increase 
seasonally  during  the  next  few  months.    But  the  expected  increa^se  in  sup- 
plies of  such  cattle  will  tend  to  prevent  as  sharp  a  rise  as  occurred  in 
the  last  half  of  I9U0.  '  '  ■• 

Larger  nurnhor  of  cattle  on  Blue  Stem 
and  Osage  pastures 

The  Blue  Stem  (Kansas)  and  Osage  (Oklahoma)  pastures  are  well 
filled  Y/ith  cattle  and  have  the  "best  feed  conditions  in  many  years,  accord- 
ing to  a  ru-oort  of  the  A.gri cult-oral  Marketing  Service.     Sjjring  shipments  of 
cattle  into  the  tv-o  areas  totaled  2^0,000  head  compared  v/ith  222,000  in  the 
spring  of  15^1-0.     The  morfDer  of  cattle  carried  over  during  the  v/inter  in  the 
two  sections  vras  the  largest  in  many  years.     Cattle  shipments  this  spring 
included  a  relatively  large  proportion  of  cows  and  yoiing  cattle  v/ith  a 
smaller  proportion  of  aged  steers  than  in  form^er  years. 

OUTLOOK  -  LA1.IBS 

BA-GKCtROIE'ID.--  The  total  numher  of  stock  sheep  and  lambs  on 
fan.is  and  ranches  has  not  fluctuated  greatly  during  the  past 
10  years,  although  there  has  "been  a  slight  upward  trend  since 
1935*    '^^^6  lamb  crop  in  the  Western  sheep  States  has  increased 
moderately  since  1935.  'the  crop  in  the  Native  sheep  Sto-tcs 

has  chrn-god  little  since  I93I.    The  19^0  lamb  crop  totaled 
32.7  million  head,  the  largest  crop  in  the  IJ  years  of  record. 

Conditions  continue  favorable 
for  I9M-I  lamb  crop 

Sheep  and  lambs  have  continued  to  m^ijce  good  gains  in  the  Western 
States  and  arc  in  very  good  condition.    Western  r3n.ges  improved  r.orc  than 
usual  during  May  pjid,  with  rains  in  r.or.t  sections  during  early  Jujie,  summer 
feed  prospects  are  good.     In  some  sections  range  prospects  are  the  best  in 
nany  years.    Reports  from  the  Western  sheep  States  indicate  favorable 
develoT)ments  of  both  the  early  and  late  lar.b  crops  this  spring.  Marketings 
of  early  lamos  and  shorn  yearlings  were  delayed  in  April  by  excessive  rains. 
Slaughter  supplies  of  sheep  and  lambs  increased  during  May,  ho?/ever,  and 
probably  will  continue  larger  than  a  year  earlier  for  several  weeks. 
Spring  lambs  will  be  ready  for  market  earlier  than  usual  in  some  sections 
this  summer. 

No  definite  information  a?  to  the  size  of  the  I9UI  lamb  crop  is  yet 
available,  but  the  number  of  stock  sheep  on  farm.s  and  ranches  is  larger 
this  year  than  last  and,  with  favorable  lambing  conditions,  this  year's 
lamb  crop  may  be  a  little  larger  than  that  of  last  year. 
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Lax'i"b  prices 

Preront  prospects  indicate  that  prices  of  lan"bs  will  avGraf-;c  higher 
during  the  next  few  months  than  in  the  siirmcr  and  early  fall  of  IQ^^-O.  Lamh 
prices  ordinarily  decline  seasonally  iron  early  siimer  to  early  fall  as  the 
narket  novenent  of  lanbs  increases  isi  volx'xie.    Last  year  the  doclin.c  during 
Jijine  and  July  was  qxiite  sharp.    It  is  likely  that  prices  will  not  fall  off 
so  sharply  this  year,  however.    General  inprovenent  in  consurier  denand  con- 
ditions ana  higher  jjrices  for  wool  will  "bo  strong  -orice- supper  ting  factors 
during  the  coning  sur.ner  months. 

THE  WOOL  SITUATION-  1/ 

If  the  rate  of  nill  cons"jn-ntion  reported  in  the  first  quarter  of 
19^1  is  nalntained  through  the  year,  as  nov;  appears  likely,  consmption  of 
apparel  v.'ool  in  19^4-1  will  be  about         million  pounds,  scoured  basis  (about 
900  million  pounds,  groase  basis).     The  largest  consumption  previously  re- 
ported Tfas  57-"'-  m.illion  poijnds,  scoured  basis,  in  I9IS.    Unfilled  orders  for 
men's  wco,r  cloth  reported  by  r.ills  in  April  vrcre  large  enough  to  support  a 
record  rate  01  activity  through  the  third  quarter  of  19^1.     It  is  expected 
that  additional  orders  for  army  materials  v/ill  bo  placed  lender  the  I9UI-U2 
appropriation  which  becomes  available  July  1. 

Farm,  sales  of  the  I9U1  wool  clirj  arc  well  advanced  and  -wool  is  mov- 
ing rapidly  from  producing  centers.    Prices  received  by  farmers  this  spring 
are  about  30  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  are  higher  than  at  any 
time  since  I92S-29.    The  aver??^e  price  received  by  growers  was  36. 1  cents  a 
pound  on  May  I5  compared  with  3U.7  cents  on  April  I5  anc.  27.6  cents  on  May 
15,  I9U0.    The  small  carry-over  of  domestic  wools,  prospects  for  a  record 
nill  consumption  in  I9UI,  and  the  uncertainty  of  shipping  facilities  for 
foreign  v;ools  are  important  factors  in  the  higher  prices  for  domestic  wools- 
this  year. 

Mill  cons'omrtion  of  apparel  wnol  in  April  was  slightly  smaller  than 
the  record  consu'-iption  in  March.    But  cons^Jxrotion  in  April  was  nearly  3 
times  as  large  as  in  April  I9U0  and  xvas  the  second  largest  m.onthly  consump- 
tion on  record.     Imports  reported  so  far  tliis  year  have  been  larger  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  any  previous  year.    With  the  now  domestic  clip 
now  available,  imports  are  likely  to  decline  in  the  late  spring  and  strnmer, 
but  total  I9U1  im-norts  are  expected  to  surpass  the  record  of  378  million 
pounds  (m.ostly  gror.se  basis)  set  in  I9IS. 


1/  From  the  J'one  19^1  issue  of  The  Dem.and  ond  Price  Situation.    For  de- 
tailed inforriation,  copies  -.f  The  Wool  Situation  m.ay  bo  obtained  upon  re- 
quest to  the  Division  of  Economic  Information,  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Econor.ics,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Supplies  of  hogs  and  hog  products,  specified  periods 


Item 


Hog  slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection: :  Thou- 
No.  slaughtered!/:  sands 
Live  weight:  : 

Average  :  L'o, 

Total  :Mil.l'b. 

Total  dressed  v;t.  :  "  " 
Yield  of  lard  per  : 
100  lb,  live  v;t.  : 

of  iiogs  :  LiD, 

Lard  production  3/:Mil.l'b, 
Exports:  U/  : 

Pork  :  "  " 

'  Lard  ;   "  tt 

Imports  of  pork  i/  . :  "  " 
Proportion  of  sows  : 
in  inspected  : 
slaughter  7/  :  Pet. 


;  19^1 

:  Cct.-Sest^ 

'  Oct. 

-Apr, . 

• 

:  Unit 

• 

• 
• 

;  I'sho 

*  Mar,  ]  Apr, 

: Average:  : 
: 1928-29: 1938-  : 
:  to  :  39  : 
:  1932-33:  : 

1939- 

:1939- 
:  ko 

:  191+0- 
:  Ul 

3,610  3,90^  3,807  116,363  39,720  ^7,651  l>oM^  31,91s 


231 

833 
623 


238 
930 
70U 


237 
903 
6S0 


231 
10,723 
8,069 


231+ 
9,311 
6,975 


23I1 
ll,lU2 
8,303 


231 
7,029 

5,25.5 


232 

7.377 

5,508 


13.6 

113 

lU.O  lU.O 

130  126 

15.2 
1.630 

2/12.8  2/13.2 
1,187  27l,U85 

13.7 

963 

13.0 

95U 

5 

19 

6/ 

2  5/ 
2U  5/ 
2  1/ 

211 
657 

b 

125 
276 
50 

115 

232  . 

7 

97 
■  .156 

1/ 

Us. 2 

h-[,k  Us.o 

51.2 

U9.3 

50.0 

U6.7 

U7.9 

Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  except  as  specified. 
1/  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.     2/  Revised  figures  "based  on  the  amount  of  lard 
rendered  in  federally  inspected  plants  as  reported  "by  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 
XI  Includes  rendered  pork  fat.    \J  United  States  Department  of  Commerce.  Pork 
includes  "bacon,  hams,  and  shoulders,  and  fresh,  carjicd  ar.d  -oicklcd  pork.  Lard 
includes  neutral  lard,    ^/  Not  availatle.    6/  Less  than  500'l000  T)ounds.    ll  Includes 
gilts.  .  ^    »  . 

Prices  of  hogs  and  hog  products,  specified  periods 


Item 


Av.  price,  all  purchases: 

Seven  markets  

Chicago   

■A-v.  price  cf  iDarrc  rs  and** 

gilts,  Chicago   

United  States  average  -oric 

received  hy  farmers 
Av.  price  of  iTo.  3  Yellow* 


corn,  Chicago 


Hog-corn  price  ratio: 

Chicago  2/   

N.  Central  States   

^^oportion  of  packing  sows 
in  total  packer  &  shipper 
purchases,  7  markets  3/  . 
weight  at  7  markets 


Oct. -Sept. 


Oct. -May 


Unit 

!  May  \ 

;  19U0; 

Apr.  * 

May  i 

Average: 
192S-29 : 
"to  : 
: 193 2-33: 

193 8-: 
39  ; 

1939- 

uo 

• 

:  193,9-: 
:  Uo 

19U0- 
:  Ul 

Dol.per 

ICO  Ih, 

:  5.U2 

8. 32 

s,sU 

1/ 

6.85 

5.5U 

5.U3 

7.22 

tt  It 

'  5.59 

8.37 

8.96 

C99 

7.00 

5.69 

5.59 

7.38 

It  tt 

5.70 

9.00 

1/ 

7.23 

5.36 

5.68 

7.U5 

It  II 

'  5.35 

8.01 

8. 19 

6. Us 

6.70 

5.UU 

5.3U 

6.85 

Ct,  per: 

"bu. 

:  69 

69 

72 

■  62 

U9 

60 

57 

65 

Bu.  . 

.  8.1 

12.1 

12.5 

11,6 

lU.U 

9.6 

9.9 

11.3 

It  . 

9.2 

lU.O 

13.3 

.12.9 

16.6 

10.6 

11.0 

12.6 

13.0 


12.0 

2UU 


6.8 

2U0 


6.0 

239' 


t  in  value  to  100  poimds  of 
ra^G  s . 


Slaughter  and  market  supplies  of  cattle  ?Tid.calTes,  specified  periods 


iten 


Unit 


Thou- 
sands 
It 

n 
tf 


Slaughter  under  Federal  in-  : 
spec t ion:  J 
Nurahor  slaughtered;  • 

Cattle  1/   

Calves  1/   : 

Cows  and  heifers  2/  : 

Steers  2  /   

Average  live  weight:  : 

Cattle   :  Pounds 

Calves  ,  " 

Total  dressed  weight:  : 

Cattle  ;Mil.rD. 

Calves   "  " 

Inspected  shipmonts:  !_/  :  Thou- 

Fcodor  cattle  and  calves  sands 
Imports:  : 
Cattle  3/  i  " 


fear 


Average: 


Month 


19^0 


19^1 


May  l__Mar. :  Apr.   :  May 


^4,S19 

u,isi 

953 
176 

^,532 
Ug7 

253 


9tT56 

77i+ 

796 

76S 

792 

5,359 

5-1-gO 

501 

507 

UjUgi 

3  oh 

313 

5U9 

329 

3S9  , 

9w 

953 

y  DO 

y  Del 

191 

163 

169 

177 

173 

if,  971 

!+C9 

UlS 

i+05 

U23 

56g 

1+5 

50 

3,162 

156 

166 

20^ 

em 

93 

B7 

6s 

67 

61 

5 

9 

6 

5/ 

90s 
501 


Canned  l)eef  k/   :Mil.lh.:5./  36 

Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Senrice,  except  as  specified. 
1/  Bureau  of  AninrJ.  Industry.     2/  Also  included  in  cattle  slaughter.    3/  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce.    General  imports  prior  to  1934;  beginning  January  1,, 
193^4,  imports  for  consunption.    V  United  States  Department  of  Commerce.  Imports 
for  consumption.    ^/  Figures  include  "other  canned  meats'^  prior  to  1929.     6/  Not 
available. 

Price  per  100  pounds  of  cattle  and  calves,  May  19^41,  vrith  comparisons 


Item 


'    , May  • 

I  average: 
:  1921^-33 : 


: Do liars 


Beef  cteors  sold  out  of  first   

hands  at  Chicago:  '» 

Choice  Oiid  Prime  i  10,82 

Good  :  10.04 

Medium  9.l6 

ComjnOn  :      8.  OS 

All  grades  :  9.62 

Cows,  Chicago:  • 

Good  :l/  7.25 

Gutter  and  Common,  and  Canncr  :2/  '^,'^3 

Vealers,  Chicago:  i 

Good  and  Choice   ..,.:  9.93 

Stockcr  and  feeder  steers,  : 
Kansas  City:  '  : 

Average  price  all  v;eights  .,,.:3./  ^.25 

Average  price  paid  "by  packers:  : 

All  cattle   8.13 

Steers   :  ^ 

Calves  :  S.97 


Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars  Dollars 
10.69 


11.26 
9.92 
8 . 38 

g.03 
■  9.6s 

7.51 
2/  5.25 


9.92 
9.05 
S.22 

9. S3 

iM 
5.20 


12. so 

11.12 

9. 


ci.b9 


8. 72 
10. gl 

s.3i+ 
5.60 


12.57 
11.07 
9.6S 
S.50 
10.67 

sM 
5.SS 


9.02     10,95     lO.SO     11. 2U 


S.S9  ■ 

9.1s 

10.29 

10.33 

7.93 

g.30 

g.Sl 

9.06 

9.1s 

9.36 

10. IS 

10.23 

S.52 

9.33 

9. so 

9.97 

11.56 

10.5^+ 
9.60 
8.50 
10.23 

s.5i+ 
6.36 

11.66 
10.06 


Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

1/  Good  ojid  Choice,  I92U-27.  2/  Canner  and  Cutter,  192Wune  1926;  Low  Cutter  and 
Cutter  July  1926~July  1939.    l7  Average  192^33.    1+/  ^^ot  available. 
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Supolie.^  of  shsep  and  iambs,  soecified  periods 


Item 

Ur.j.t 

Year 

!-'onth 

Av.  : 

1Q24-  :  194c 

klj^2Lz^2L^ '  1 9ZtO  

A  n  1  •  i  1  \  ''.I  a  7  [April  [  lia  y 

]■  la r -"h  [ pr:  1  [ lh.y 

Slg.u.q'hter  urjk^r 
Federal  in>?oection 
Shjf^p  and  lambo : 
Nunber  slauptiLer- 

ed  y   

Average  live 

weight   

Average  dr:)ss?d 

weight   

Total  dressed 

ivcight   

Lambs  and  yearlinrs; 
Nariber  slaughtei'ed 
Percentage  of  total 
sheep  and  lambs  . . 


canls 

14,737 

17,351 

1,165 

1,192 

1,355 

1 ,  4^-0 

1,403 

1,436 

lb. 

:  81 

86 

54 

60 

89 

S3 

96 

93 

ti 

39 

41 

I4O 

38 

42 

hO 

44 

U3 

.:ii.  : 

lb.  : 

569 

702 

46 

46 

57 

57 

62 

62 

Thou-: 

ssnas ' 

13,673 

].6,253 

1,081 

1,081 

1,295 

1,319 

1,362 

1,379 

Pet .  : 

92. S 

93.7 

Q2.8 

90.7 

95.6 

92.9 

96.7 

96.0 

Compiled  I'roiii  report s  of  A^  r:.cal.tural  ?:arketing  Sei-vice,  exce-nt  as  soccified. 
1/    Eareau  of  Animal  Indurtr;/. 

Prices  cer  100  pounds  of  sh-;  :-r)  and  lar/ibs,  07  jnonths, 
Feb^uary-Anr-'.l ,  1939-41 


Item 


Slaughter  lambs: 
Chicago  - 
Good  and  choice  l/ 
Slaughter  ewes: 
Chicago  - 
common  and  medium 
Feeding  lam.bs,  Orriaha: 
Good  and  choice  . . 
Average  orice  o^ad 
by  packers: 
,.  Shsep  and  lambs  .  . 
Average  orice  r'^- 
ceiveri  by  farm'-rs: 

She,;p   

.  Ls,mb  s   


1  c  30 


1^4': 


.1-941 


arch : Apr i ]. :  I>'>.y  :1I^ rch lAnril:    VL:y  : March; April:    i'a v  

Pol.     Pol".     Pol."         Pol .     r^J^      Pol".    '    Pol_^    Poi_j_  Pol. 

9.12    9.98  2/  JO. 55  10.10  10.39  3/  10.47  11.03  10.89  2/  11.32 


3.69  4.30 

8.21   

8.73  9.19 

3.99  4.19 
7./0 


3.00    4.05  3.78 


88 


8.94    9.44  9.47 

3.9A  A. 25  4.15 
0.02    8. 05  S.I4 


3.22  5.00  5.12 
  9.75   

9.04  10.40  10.02 


4.02  /^.73  5.11 
8. 25    8.92  9.09 


4.27 


4.90 
0.05 


Cotapiled  froui  reports  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Sn-vice. 
1/    lots  av:)raging  -.'dthin  top  half  of  gooo  grade. 
2/    Spring  laiubs. 
3/    ^;.'ooled  lambr, . 

Index  nuiabers  of  incojus  of  iniustr'ial  i"ork:jrs,  and  cash 
i.ncome  from  meat  anim:-.ls,  specified  p-^riods 


I  t  cm 


Gelendar  yc-ar 


A.^ril  : 


1941 


1J39  :     I94O  :  1940     ;  March     :  Aoril 

113      2/  112 


88 


Income  of  industrial  -workers  : 

(1924-29  =  100)   :       73    1/    84    1,/  95 

Cash  farm  income  from  meat  animrls: 

X1924-29  =  100)  :        78  81    1/    85       38.0    l/  100      2/  114 

tte vised.     2/'  Prcliminsry. 


HOGS:  PRICES  OF  MEDIUM  AND  HEAVY  WEIGHTS, 
CHICAGO.  AVERAGE  1930-38.  AND  1939-40 


DOLLARS 
PER  too 
POUNDS 


10 


OCT.     NOV.    DEC.    JAN.    FEB.    MAR.     APR.     MAY    JUNE  JULY     AUG.  SEPT. 


SOO-SiO  POUNDS 

'  S90-SBO  POUNDS.  OCTOBER  1930 -JUNE  ;M9.  iOO-360  POUNDS,  BECINNINO  JULY  I93» 


U  S   DEPiRTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC    34000       BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  2.-    Hog  prices  have  risen  materi ally  s  i nce  March; 

THEY  frequently  DECLINE  DURING  APRIL   AND  MaY.     ThE   ADVANCE  IN 
PRICES  THIS  YEAR  WAS  MORE   PRONOUNDED  FOR  HEAVY  THAN  FOR  MEDIUM 
WEIGHT   HOGS,    LARGELY  REFLECTING  PURCHASES  OF  THE   HEAVIER  CUTS 
OF   PORK  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  of  AGRICULTURE   UNDER  THE  FOOD-FOR- 
DEFENSE   PROGRAM.     ThE  SPREAD  BETWEEN  PRICES  OF  MEDIUM   AND  HEAVY 
WEIGHT  HOGS  WIDENED   A  LITTLE    IN   EARLY  JuNE  BUT    IT  CONTINUED 
NARROWER  THAN   A  YEAR  EARLIER  AND   NARROWER  THAN  AVERAGE  FOR  THIS 
TIME   OF  YEAR. 


